Finance issue brief: point of service: year end report-2003.
A point-of-service (POS) option is a type of plan offered by managed care organizations (MCOs), including health maintenance organizations (HMOs), that allows people who are willing to pay higher out-of-pocket costs to see out-of-plan providers. Mandating a point-of-service option essentially eliminates the use of closed-panel HMOs. This issue brief addresses only bills that mandate managed care plans to offer a point-of-service option.